The Dawpool ‘Curriculum for Christ-Likeness’

Dawpool Church of England (Aided) Primary School

A Curriculum for Christ-Likeness
Vision: The Dawpool Community are united in their ambition to create a school which embodies the person, love and work of Jesus Christ
A school where Christian values flourish and where all children experience the abundant life that Jesus offers.
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Vision Statement

‘The Dawpool community are united in their ambition to create a school which embodies the
person, love and work of Jesus Christ: a school which enables Christian values to flourish
and where all children may experience the abundant life that Jesus offers.’

The Dawpool curriculum is designed to:
1. Embody the 'Person, Love and Work' of Jesus Christ.
2. Enable 'Christian Values to Flourish'.

3. Ensure that all pupils experience the ‘Abundant Life that Jesus offers.’

These three overarching objectives relate directly to the core principles of our vision statement.

The Person, Love and Work of Jesus are three golden threads that run through the heart of our
curriculum.



Person of Jesus

(Our Christian Values)
Galatians 5:22-23

‘The Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Generosity, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control’
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Love of Jesus
(Our HeartSmart Actions)

Matthew 22: 36:40

‘Love the Lord God with all your heart with all your soul
and with all your mind. Love your neighbour as yourself’
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Work of Jesus
(Our Learning Values)

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” dedlares the Lord. “Plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”
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At Dawpool, we aim to embody
the person of Jesus Christ by
growing the Fruit of the Spirit.

At Dawpool, we aim to we
embody the love of Jesus Christ
by teaching pupils to be
HeartSmart.

At Dawpool we aim to embody
the work of Jesus Christ by
teaching pupils core learning
values.

We know that all of these values were demonstrated by Jesus in his life. They are also advocated
in current classroom pedagogy and research, such as Guy Claxton’s ‘Building Learning Powers’
and Rosenshine’s ‘Principles of Instruction.’

In our curriculum planning we have taken each individual value - whether it be a Fruit of the Spirit,
a HeartSmart action or a Learning Value - and directly referenced each one to the example of
Jesus by providing a definition of the value, linking it to scripture and providing specific examples of
how Jesus demonstrated it — see The Curriculum for Christ-Likeness. By teaching the children how
to emulate these values we enable Christian values to flourish through our curriculum.



https://www.dawpool.wirral.sch.uk/website/dawpools_curriculum_for_christ-likeness/420144

The image below provides an overview of what the Person, Love and Work of Jesus looks like at
a classroom level. Whether it be a Science lesson or a History lesson, there are familiar
characteristics of effective learning:
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A strong focus on all of our Christian A strong focus on all of our Heart Smart A strong focus on all of our Learning
Values, with specific emphasis on: actions, with specific emphasis on: Values, with specific emphasis on:
*  Loving God, loving and accepting *  Positive relationships Making Links
ourselves and loving and responding *  High levels of praise *  Presenting new material using small
well to others * Love and care for others steps
*  Ajoyof learning *  Learning from mistakes *  Providing models
* A peaceful classroom environment *  Fostering a growth mindset & *  Providing scaffolds for difficult tasks
*  Kindness and generosity towards perseverance Questioning
others *  Equal opportunity for all pupils *  Asking questions
*  Gentle interactions *  Nurturing positive self-esteem *  Checking for understanding
* Patience and understanding Revising
*  Excellent behaviour and positive *  Daily, weekly and monthly reviews
attitudes Interdependence

=  Guiding pupil practice
*  Obtaining a high success rate
*  Supporting independent practice

The next part of our curriculum is to ensure that all pupils experience the ‘Abundant Life that Jesus
Offers’. This is defined as enabling all children to experience the full curriculum — it's not
narrowed for any child. We aim to nurture children’s God-given talents and provide for their
intellectual, emotional, personal, social, spiritual and physical development.

We provide a subject-specific curriculum in which we have mapped out the knowledge and
skills that we want children to learn at each stage (See the ‘Wisdom, Knowledge and Skills’
documents for each year group and the subject specific documents).

The Subject Specific Curriculum
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For each subject, we have carefully established the expectations for timetabling, planning, marking
and assessment to ensure that the curriculum is delivered fully to all pupils — see the Curriculum
Implementation Handbook.

Where possible, subjects are delivered through topics which are designed for maximum
engagement and ensure all pupils benefit from a rich, broad, balanced curriculum presented in an
interesting, exciting and imaginative manner with lots of opportunities for first-hand experience,
practical work, investigation and learning through play. The curriculum is enriched with visits,
visitors, and extensive use of our unique environment.

Our ‘local curriculum’ provides for an informal programme of enrichment and extra-curricular
activities which is made up of those activities that we feel all children should experience at least
once during their time in school, but in reality, there is likely to be several opportunities for each
child. Such activities include: completing a young leaders award, learning a musical instrument,
mentoring a younger pupil and visiting the theatre.
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Therefore, the finalised curriculum incorporates the Person, Love and Work of Jesus, as three
golden threads running through the heart of the curriculum, it includes our subject-specific
curriculum and our local curriculum of enrichment and extra-curricular activities.
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