
Viking Art

Learning Objective: 
To be able to draw Viking patterns. 
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By Zwölfhundertvierunddreißig - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/
w/index.php?curid=34865582

By Jürgen Howaldt - Own work (selbst erstelltes Foto), CC BY-SA 2.0 
de, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=319140

By Kleon3 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=36926871

What do these 
three pieces of 

Viking artwork have 
in common? The top of a Viking sword

A piece of Viking jewellery

A Viking picture stone
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One of the main features of Viking art 
is knots and interweaving patterns. 
This was also a feature of Celtic art 

and there are lots of examples of both 
that have been found in Britain. 

These kinds of patterns were often 
used as borders or as a decorative 
feature on carvings, jewellery and 

weaponry. 

A knotted pattern on an Anglo-Saxon monument
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By mararie - Flickr: picture stone, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=24273698
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Where can you 
see knotted 
patterns on 
these two 

Viking picture 
stones? 
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Today we’re 
going to learn 

how to draw some 
Viking knots and other 

patterns. Have you 
got something to 

draw with? 
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Draw two parallel 
vertical lines. 

Draw two parallel 
horizontal lines coming 

off the right-hand 
vertical line. Make sure 
they are central to the 

other lines. 

A basic Viking knot

Draw two more vertical 
parallel lines coming 

off the bottom 
horizontal line. 

Draw two more 
horizontal parallel 

lines. Make sure the top 
line meets the bottom 
of the first two lines 

you drew. 

http://www.planbee.com
http://www.planbee.com


www.planbee.com NE
XT

BACK

Draw a curved line to 
join the two points that 
are marked by the red 
dots BUT make sure 

you don’t draw all the 
way through the 
horizontal line! 

Now draw another 
curved line to join 

these two points. Try 
and make the path 
you are creating the 
same width all the 

way around. 

Now do the same thing 
on the bottom. Join the 
two points marked by 
the red dots but don’t 

go through the 
horizontal line. 

Join the two red dots 
up with a curved line, 
keeping the path the 

same width all the way 
round. 
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Draw a curved line to 
join the two points that 
are marked by the red 
dots BUT make sure 

you don’t draw all the 
way through the 

vertical line! 

Join up the red dots 
again. 

And again! Last one! 

And there you 
have your basic 

Viking knot! 
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Let’s try it again! Can you 
do these four steps 

accurately? 

1 2 3 4
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5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12
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How did you get on with that one? 
Once you know the basics, you can 
alter the pattern a bit. Draw the 

first section again... 
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This time, make the loops 
pointier. 

1 2 3 4
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5 6 7 8

You then end up 
with a slightly 
different knot. 
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Let’s try another one! 
This time, draw all your 
parallel lines on a 45o 

rotation...
1 2 3 4
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9 10 11 12
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Which of these do you like best? 
Can you think of any other ways 

you could change the knot? 
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Let’s try something else. Draw five 
almond shapes. Make them the same 

size and make sure they are an 
equal distance apart. 
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Draw some waves over the top of 
the almond shapes. Make sure the 
lowest point of the waves is in the 

middle of the two almonds. 
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Do the same on the bottom. Make 
sure that both sets of waves are an 
equal distance from the almonds. 
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Draw a line from the bottom of 
every top wave to the left corner 
of the next almond. Do this all the 

way along. 
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Now connect the top of each of 
the bottom waves to the right 

corner of the previous almond. Now 
you have a basic rope pattern! 
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Are you ready 
to try some more 
Viking knots and 

patterns on your 
own? 
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What did you find most challenging 
about creating these patterns? 

What did you have to do to improve 
your work? 

How could you take what you have 
learnt and apply it in a different way?
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Plenary: 
Let’s have a look at your 
finished Viking patterns! 
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